REMARKS GIVEN BY PRESIDENT RICHARD %. JESSOP, MAY 20, 1951, AT
SHORT CREEK, ARIZONA

My dear brothers and ‘sisters, like those who have preceded me today, I feel

very much the necess&ty of the support of your falth and prayers to adequately
answer the call that is made to me. to add to your well b81ng this afterncon.

I
have been very much pleased 4n the ‘main with what I have listened to.

I feel like
in the first place I need to confess before you my unworthiness of -tHgse—attributes

that Brother Dockstader kindly directed towards me. I can say this much, however,

that I know that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is true, and I know if you want to find

satisfaction in your life; if you want to find that premise upon which you can know

for yourself that the Lord is pleased with the course of 1life you are living, there

is a way to get it. And the way to get that satisfaction' is laid out plain by the

words of the prcphets of this dispensation.

Brother Lynn tauched 8 key in his reference to having subjected himself until

he wants and wants only the will of the Lord. Never mind instructing the Lord on
what to do for you, about you and to you, just report for duty. I don't know who
the author of those words was, but they certainly wrapped up a volume of truth in
those few remarks. Brothers and sisters, if you want satisfaction deep and lasting

into the depths of your soul, report for duty and let that duty take a precedent

over everything else under heaven. When we get to the point we want the Lord's

will in anything we do, there comes a serene serse of satisfaction, more than you

can get in anything else you follow. No matter where you turn or what you attempt

will bring to your soul that sense of joyful satisfaction that comes to your soul
through following in that course.

It means nothing more or less than the sacrifice
~of all earthly things..

. When a person makes that sacrifice and cbtains that testi-
mony, that can only be donme through that sacrifice, that the course of life which

you are following is pleasing in the sight of God, you will get something that just
1

can't te described in English, If all of this people--150 or so here--altogether

were possessed of that influenca, that all reported for duty and had nothing else
in mind to do other than what might be in accord with the will of heavan, take -
upon themselves the'Spirit of Christ wherein He sayé, "I came not to do My will,
but the will of Him that sent Me," the imperfections we see in each other, those
personal failings we manifast'ourselues, will shortly be overcome

I am as satigfied today as I want to be that the sun will-arise tomorrow,
that by this very hour, since the Priesthood began.to exert itself here some six-
‘teen years ago this month, that this flat in here could have been a literal para-
dise, we could have had everything a man could desire to make his heart glad and

Joyful if all those that had participated to that extent that they were willing to
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report for duty instead of telling the Lord what to do. That is my testimony to
you. I am as satisfied of it as I am that the sun will rise tomorrow. By this
very day, May 20, 1951, thprm-would have been plenty of fine homes, equipped with
the best of conveniénéés,”énd pleasaﬁt things that‘the heart could desire, plenty
of everything--vineQéras. flowers, orchards--all to please the heart could have
been a fact this da& if it hadn't been for thBicontentf&nsvand-strife of those who
are striving in their weékness té serve God and keep His commandments. They have
had, maybe, just a little above that désire, an inclination to want to do things
their own way. How much I might be responsible for that myself, I may be as bad
as anybody, but that doesn't make any difference to the truth of the matter.

I have listened often in these sixteen years, particularly since those who
presided over us in the Priesthood have sponsored an effort to prepare a people to
live the Economic Dfder of Heaven, have I listened to people on how, the why's and
the wherefores, for the success that Encch achieved. I have heard men voice their
desires to know how Enoch did it. If they could just have a look-in and see how
he proceeded. 1 sought after the privilege myself, earnestly and prayerfully,
‘with the desire to understand for the good I might do if I understood how he did
it.

My dear brothérs and sisters, the key to the success that Enoch achieved
until he, with his colony of people, were taken from the earth, can be wrapped up
in just two words--ETERNAL VIGILANCE. Oh, if you could see, if you could see the
heart-breaking discouragements that presented themselves to that people until they
got that far. I don't think there is a person in the house but what would shed
tears to see it; to see the trials that those people went through. And that man
Enoch, a Servant of God, under -God's command, by the Holy Chost whispering to him
the plans, procedures and modes by which he should continue to strive, would break
the heart of a stone. Yes, some twelve years ago, after there had been as many as
about fifty men with their families to participate in that effort, sponsored by
the Almighty to prépare to live the United Order, and after about three years of
experience it fell;to pieces. I know just a little bit, because of my close and
immediate association with President John Y. Barlow, of the anxiety he carried in
his heart. I szu his countenance as he went from man to man, discussing with each
man individually the plans and the procedures and the problems, and the desires
and the aspirations that actuated the minds of men. I saw some of his brethren
get into a contention a half-block up the street, and because of the things they

'said to each other he turmed heartsick. He walked up the street not able to speak.

Yes, I know this work, this effort towards the United Order will never cease.
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This is no joke to me. It is 35 years since I went into that sacred temple up
there, and before high heaven made those signs and tokens that indicated to God,
angels and witnesses that I would live the Law of Consecration. And I am deter-
mined, my dear brothers and sisters, that if God will give me the necessary
strength, let it take my life if need be; let it take everything; let it take my
family, my parents, brothers, wives and children, and life itself, if necessary,

I am converted to the principles of eternal life.

I mlght attempt to hang to these other things in spite of all, and let the

word of God go unnoticed, and when my little journey of life is through, what have

I to hold to? Nothing! That little reference I tried to make in Sunday School,
Brother Dockstader, is life to me. I want ‘the will of God to be done. Brother
Lynn, I am trying to show that my report is for duty--to meet the requirements
that the Almighty will make of me, so that He can sanctify to me these other
blessed privileges He has extended to me: The parentage of my venerable father
and my sainted mothers the association of brothers and sisters, like Vergel, Fred
and Fawn, wives and children. I want these things to endure. The Lord knous, I
hope and pray that when my little journey of life is through, that these things
are not all brought to an end. If they must be sacrificed now in my 1life in order
for me to establisﬁ my claim on them, let it be so. Let everything else in life
come secondary. That is the way I understand the requirements of the Gospel. I
understand further that any man that puts anything else ahead of that report for
service will find Aimself destroyed. For there is nothing on earth, in heaven or

- hell you can depend on that will guarantee to you the things you want and desire
most after you leave this sphere of action if it isn't sanctified to you by the
Holy Priesthood.

It is the Priesthood of God that validates and sanctifies the ordimance.
Those ordinances are instituted for our salvation and our exaltation in God's
Kingdom, ALl of you people who come here from various directions, up and down
the country, you might have a lot of fine things of the world; you might have
modern homes, the best of. conveniences, and all the nice things the earth affords
that may be pleasant while they last, but if that is the thing you devote your
first and greatest interest tay if that is the thing you are devoted to above all
other things, and you acqupire that, then ‘you have g&t“your reward for your life's
effort, but what about your soul? What profiteth it a man if he gain the whole
world and yet loses his own soul? How aptly Brbther Dbékstader referred to a fool
seeking everything else £here is'on the earth to gratify his desirés for the pos-
session of material things, until the Lord jogged his memory. Foolish man, now

your soul is required of you. In other words, this is the end of your life; what
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are you going to do from here on? You have nothing to your credit. Yoau have
reaped the harvest of all you have sown. There is nothing more for you. You

haven't paid the price of more.

Brothers and sisters, what do you want out of life? Memly the gratification
of the possession of a few of these fading things--bubbles that burst? If that is
vhat we want, we can have it and pay the price, but after we have got our little
bubble and it bursts, where are we? Is the United Order, that busimess that is
sponsored by the Priesthood of the Almighty and been sponsored by the Priesthood
for the last sixteén years, of any value to our well being? Most of this people
today acknowledge fhat one of the greatest responsibilities laid to our doors today
is to establish the Priesthood of Almigﬁty God in the earth., What do you do about
establishing the Priesthood of God unless you follow their direction? And they
of fer to you the ﬁfiuilegé of participating in this ecornomic order, the privilege
of doing things to establish the Priesthood, and the opportunity of living these
principles that_aré calculated to save our lives or bring us our salvation, both
temporally and Spirltually. You cannot gain your salvation and ignore these
things. Are we ési&blishing the Priesthood of God in the earth? Between you and
me, euéryone of usﬂ brothers and sisters, I wouldn't dare to fool with a thing
like this for.Fear:I would lose the spirit and wouldn®t be able to get it again.

I wouldn't dare trifle with it. We might say, I could do it if I wanted to. 1
could easily kid myself into believing I could let my responsibilities go and
grab after the mat%rial things of the earth, and add to my present convenience
and comfort, and think I could come back and partake of these other things. But
I have no assurance that' the Almlghty would let me have His spirit in sufficient
measure that I could get ix~eg81n, or whether He would let His spirit withdraw so
far from me that I wouldp't be able to catch the vision of it. If there are any
of us, brothers and slsters, that are chafed under the cxrcumstances in which we
live, if we can JUSt catch the vision of this,thxng altbgether, and everybody
serve with all their miéht one 6bjective. it wouldn't need to be six months until
~our conditions could be so completely revolutioniied that we, ourselves, would

wonder how it was done.

There are no end of things we need to correct among us--in our ouvn homes,
our ounselves, our;communal efforts, every job we undertake to do. We are given
to understand by Brigham Young that we are on the same premise that God is--we
‘can't rule perfectly without the fullmess of cooperation of those who are to be

governed and controlled. For men to be sent in charge of a sawmill, like Brother

Dockstader was, would it be possible to make everything click with all of his
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crew while his main’ and general objective was in another direction? Ue have got
to focus our efforts in ore qirection at a time and accomplish that. As long as
wa are 1ndividuals.€f?ee‘agents, with our capacities as varied as our faces and
our forms, our thoughts and our actions, it is an impossibility to establish a
perfect united order among men. But when>we are all sctuated by the same motivesy
when we all report for duty and we want to d¥-tte=lerete—will first and foremost,
last and all the time,” let the will of heaven under the direction of the Servants
of God be the firstfthinguin the rendering of our devotions of life. And I de-
clare to you that tﬁe material problems with which we are confronted from day to
day would be solved%in short order,

Until we bring ourselves in line, until we want first God's will done and
let our own will beisubject to that, we won't get very far. Y%s, it hits me in
the face as hard aslanybody else, I presume. It may lock like I have my own will.
It may be true, and. maybe ‘that is where I miss it. That doesn't make any differ-
ence to the truth of the mahtsr’* If all this people together would concentrate
toward establishing the Priesthood of God’ by plac1ng that first and our own will
second, there could be houses enough built in thls communlty in ore year that

there wouldn't be anybody in need DF houses. * R B

i
We go along year by year, year by. year. yaar by year, strugglxng and stri-
ving to get a little accomplished. because so far we haven't been able to bring
'ourselves into a complete ‘unity, UWe are. striving towards it. Ue are making an
effort.. We are struggling along like Enoch did again and again, again and again,
People undertake to do a thing and we get about around to first base and we are
struck out. There are no home tuns, no tally; it doesn't amount to much. Why
s0?7 Simply because we are not actuated by the same mind, and our objectives are
a little bit different. One puts one thing first and foremost in his mind, and
another in his. If Uncle Roy goes to Mexico, that gives someone an excuse (or
they think it does) to say, 'We are going to do it our way.' First thing we know,
we find where we have missed it some place. We haven't quite got confidence
enough in the Almighty that He has directed His Priesthood by inspiration or rev-
elation to do the thing He wants done. Ue are so disposed at times that we want
to tell Him how to do it. Like the little child's prayer, instead of telling the
Lord your directions, report for duty. Neuér mind directing the Lord, report for
duty.

Brothers and sisters, in so far as we can bring ourselves to that point, we

cy A
shall have gone a long way towards solving the problems we are confronted with,

both spiritual and temporal. Yes, I can take a good liberal dose of that, too.
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Idon't mean you and not me. I can take it along with the rest. I hope I am man

enough ta do it.

The fact that I might be placed up here where I feel more or less conspicu-
ous doesn't mean 1 am made of any better clay than you are. - Brother Carl didn't
place himself up in eminence, either. The fact that he is there doesn't hake the
metal in which %2 is compossd of any better than you. If the Lord saw fit to
place him up here where he could look over you for your benefit and direction in
the work of the Lord, it doesn't mean especially. that the Lord thinks he is any
better than.you are, ror is it any indication that he is better than you; but if
- the Lord set him there, and we are in the tall weeds, and we can scarcely see our
way, and he directs us to turn to the right or the left to get through this con-
fusion, we might decide, fI know what I am doing, I want to go this way'. And uwe
meet with pitfalls and snares thét we wouldn't have to experience otheruise.é}m
can't direct us perfectly unless we are willing to be directed. A man can't
govern his families perfectly unless the members of that family or families are
willing to concede to his rule. Nor the Lord can't govern you or me properly un-
less we report Fdr‘duty. We might tell Him what we want to do, and membzrs of
our families might tell us what they want to do; a lot of childrem might tell
their mother uwhat they went to do, but she can't govern her children perfectly

unless the children are willing to be govermed.

The Lord can{t direct His people in the course of perfection until they are
willing to report for duty and do His bidding. Erase their own will entirely, if
necesséry, in the things they have aspired to, or at least let it take secondary

consideration.

Brothers and sisﬁers, if you want satisfaction in your lives, if you want
that contented and happy feeling that brings a serene satisfaction to your ouwn
soul that you can't explain, subject yourselves to the will of God through His
Priesthood, and it is thére for you when you are willing to pay the price; 1
declare to you, brothers.and sisters, when you are willing to pay the price, in

the name of Jesus Christ, aman.





